
MERCY’S MEASURE 
“Can We Change?” 

 

     Last weekend, we were presented with 6 
possible scenarios of the future from our team 
working with Renew My Church. After the 
presentations were made, I could hear an 
audible sigh of relief from some people as they 
realized that most of these possibilities include 
Our Lady of Mercy Parish either staying as it is 
or growing because another parish would close 
and join us here. I also saw some looks of 
horror as people grasped the possibility that the last scenario 
means establishing a new parish in place of the four existing 
parishes. Although Our Lady of Mercy would continue as a 
place of worship, and maybe the parish offices, the last 
scenario includes the possibility that “Our Lady of Mercy” 
would no longer be the parish’s name. 
     As is natural, many people listened to these scenarios 
with a sense of “what’s in it for me?” And while most of us 
do not like the thought of a change, the possibility that very 
little would change here comforted us. Some wanted no 
changes and threatened to protest (we love our protests!). 
Some, were willing to embrace a more radical future, as 
long as our church stays open, or as long as I remain the 
pastor here, or as long as some other condition existed. 
Others, were completely opposed to changes here. They 
thought that it was the other parishes who had problems, so 
only the other parishes should have to change. And a few 
said that as Catholics, we have to do as we’re told. How sad! 
     Very few people embraced the most basic concept of 
Renew My Church, which is to build a Church that fosters 
greater discipleship among our members, build parish 
communities that are vibrant, sustainable and growing 
spiritually instead of simply maintaining current structures 
and inspires us to witness our faith to others. Restricted by 
our view of what makes a parish, many fail to see Christ’s 
vision of the Church. We are limited by our experience of 
what the Church was instead of imagining how we can best 
experience the Presence of Christ in ourselves, in our 
community, and in our world. We see fewer church 
buildings, fewer parishes, fewer priests, instead of seeing 
more missionary activity, more encounters with Christ, more 
growth in faith. And those limitations will ultimately undo 
even a parish as large as Our Lady of Mercy! 
     Today’s Gospel gives us an insightful look into the 
Christian mind. The first son says “I will not” to his father’s 
task, but repents and decides to do what he was told. The 
second son says, “Yes, sir” to his father but does not do as 
he is told. We may not want to look at our future, nor like 
what we may have to do, but it is what we choose to do that 
makes all the difference! To be a Catholic does not mean we 
do “as we’re told” by the Cardinal, the Pastor, or even the 
Holy Father. To be a Catholic means that we ask Christ to 
lead us, embracing God’s Will and not our own. Can we 
complain? Sure, but remember at the end of prayer should 
be the phrase, “Thy will be done.”   
     What was presented to us last week is not a plan for our 
future as that has not yet been decided. No, what was 
presented to us was a challenge to see if we are willing to 
change our minds, willing to do whatever God asks of us, 
willing to grow in our faith, willing to live it more fully. 
They really asked us, “Can our parish change?” 

     Peace, 

LA MEDIDA DE LA MERCED 
“¿Podemos Cambiar?” 

 


